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ABSTRACT

The Responses of Neighboring Countries toward the Spratly Island and a
Solution to the Conflict

Kim, Dongwook
Chief Judge Advocate General R.O.K Naval Operations Command

South China Sea, with a size of 3,000,000 km®, encompasses 6 nations, China,
Taiwan, Philippine, Malaysia, Brunei, and Vietnam. Spratly Islands became
conflictual region because of the abundance of fish and natural resources
such as gas and oil. And the nations of the South China Sea, who are the
main player of the economic development of the East Asia, are emphasizing
the importance of acquiring access to these resources. Moreover, considering
the fact that the most crucial Sea Lines of Communication(SLOC) in the world
is passing through, the conflict in the Spratly Islands can create a catastrophic
consequence for the global economy if violent clash occurs in this region.

In November, 2002, efforts were made to mitigate the tensions in the South
China Sea region, such as the signing of the Declaration on the Conduct
of Parties in the South China Sea. But in April 12th 2012, a confrontation
arose between Chinese and Philippine warships over arresting the
chinese fishermen who were conducting an illegal fishing in the vicinity of
Scarborough in the South China Sea. The confrontation ended when each
ships returned after 3 days but China consequently prohibited fishing in the



East sea, creating further tension with the neighboring nations,

Overall stance of China regarding the South China Sea seems to remain the
same, First, China is the 4th largest trading partner for the ASEAN members,
China may accept war with weak nations such as Philippine and Vietnam,
but considering the China’s desire to improve the outward image, China may
accept minor confrontation with stronger nations like India and Japan, but
likelihood of China going to war is slim.

On the other hand, the United States, who remained neutral regarding South
China Sea issues, is now showing a posture to transition into an active
intervention, claiming the protection of SLOC and freedom of passage. Since
1990, the U. S. have been strengthening military surveying and surveillance
activity and bilateral and multilateral military exercise between nations in
the South China Sea. For example, in April, 2012, the U. S. have deployed U,
S. Marine forces in the Darwin Base in the northern Australia in preparation
for the rising threat from China. China is pursuing a policy of becoming a
grand nation by pursuing measures such as acquiring aircraft carrier of its
own, But such policy will also be contained and checked by India or the U. S,
from which a shift in regional dynamic is expected to occur, Also, a regional
organization, such as, ‘Spratly Management Authority” should be established to
resolve the regional conflict,

{Keyword)

Spratly Islands, South China Sea, Sea Lines of Communication(SLOC), Shelving
disputes and Joint development, International Conflict in the Asia-Pacific,
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, Core interest
of China, Spratly Management Authority
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